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Purified in Philippi 
 

Bible Story: Purified in Philippi (Lydia) • Acts 16:11-15 
Bottom Line: God made you to love others. 
Memory Verse: “We are God’s creation. He created us to belong to Christ Jesus. Now we can 
do good works. Long ago God prepared these works for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10, NIrV 
Life App: Uniqueness—discovering who God made you to be so you can make a difference. 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your 
group for the first time. Pray for kids as they learn how God wants them to love others. Thank 
God for giving all of us the capacity to love others and for giving us so many opportunities to 
do it. Ask God to help kids use their unique abilities to love those around them in a way that 
only they can! 
 
Summer Arrival Activities  
As children arrive, Rock City kids have the option to enjoy free time on the playground or can work on 
coloring and word activity sheets inside. There will be umbrellas set up on the playground, balls, hula 
hoops, sidewalk chalk and a cooler of cold water. These activities will end 12 minutes into the service 
hour when kids will be directed to move to their groups. 4th & 5th will go to their classrooms. 
 
Small Group Connect (5 minutes)  
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  
 
1. Icebreaker 
What You Need: None needed 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask the kids the following questions (answers will probably be silly): 
o Why is tree bark brown? 
o Why do you have two eyes and two ears but only one nose? 
o Why are there so many different kinds of leaves? 
o Why can’t you see the wind? 
o Why are clouds white? 
o Why are beaches covered in sand instead of marshmallows? 

• After the kids have given their silly answers, explain that all of these silly questions really have 
just ONE answer: because God made it that way! 

 
 
Lead your group to the Large Group area. 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 15 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Love Is an Action Charades (application activity / review the Bible story)  
What You Need: Container of charades strips (Activity Pages) 
 
What You Do: 

• Let the kids take turns drawing a slip of paper and then acting it out for the group to guess. 
(Some of the actions might seem obvious but are hard to figure out without words. If a kid 
seems stuck, give her a couple ideas of big actions she can mime.) 

• Ask:  
o What do all of these things we acted out have in common? (they’re actions; they’re all 

things we do; we can do any of them to show someone we love them) 
o In our Bible story today, what were Paul, Silas, and Timothy doing? (traveling from town 

to town, telling people about Jesus) 
o What were some things you learned about Lydia? (she made purple cloth; she accepted 

Jesus as her Savior and was baptized; she invited Paul, Silas, and Timothy to come and 
stay at her home) 

 
What You Say: 
[Bottom Line] “God made you to love others! But real love isn’t a feeling; it’s an action. Just like all 
of those silly things you acted out for us, love is something that you DO. Lydia showed love by offering 
Paul and his friends a place to stay. Paul and his friends showed love by traveling around, telling others 
about Jesus. God took so much care in creating you and He has so much purpose for your life. 
[Bottom Line] God made you to love others. But really loving others means that you have to DO 
something. 
 
[Make It Personal] (Tell the kids about a time when God showed you how to love someone else 
in a unique way. Maybe He’s given you a way with words and you’ve used that gift to write 
encouraging notes to friends. Maybe you are great with cars and have helped someone with car 
repair. There are LOTS of ways you can show love to others through the unique way God has 
created you. As always, remember to give an age-appropriate example.) [Bottom Line] God 
made you to love others! I’m so glad that Lydia chose to show love to Paul and his friends and I’m so 
glad Paul and his friends showed love by telling others about Jesus too! There are LOTS of ways you 
can act on your love for others.” 
 
 
2. Guess Who? (application activity) 
What You Need: “Guess Who?” Activity Pages (one copy cut apart and one left intact) 
 
What You Do: 

• Gather the kids in a circle or around a table and place the intact Activity Page in the middle of 
them. 

• Pass out one “Guess Who?” card (from the pile of cards you cut apart) to each child. The goal is 
for the kids to ask each other yes-or-no questions to figure out who is listed on each kid’s card, 
using the “Guess Who?” Activity Page in the center of the group as a reference. 
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• Select a kid to go first and guide the other kids as they take turns asking one question each and 
making guesses.  

• Remind them that the people listed on the cards in their hands matches those listed on the page 
in the center of the group.  

• NOTE: The list in the center is to give kids a bit of help and to narrow the choices. BUT they 
may not simply point to a card and ask, “Is it this one?” They need to ask questions to try and 
figure out what is written on the card.  

• Once all the cards have been identified, talk about how you would show love to each of them. 
Some, like the not-nice kid at school, are much harder to love than others, like your 
grandmother.  

 
What You Say: 
“You did a great job guessing what was written on these cards! Some of the people we guessed are 
super easy to love because they show love to us. But others, like a teacher who seems mean or a 
neighbor that won’t let you play ball in his yard, might appear harder to love. When you find yourself 
wanting to hold back and not show love or kindness to someone else, do you know what you need to 
do? When that happens, remind yourself that God made every single person you meet. God loves them 
no matter what. And He has made you in a unique way so that you can love others too. Remember: 
[Bottom Line] God made you to love others.” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: Bible, red construction paper, markers 
 
What You Do:  

• Open your Bible to 1 John 4:20-21. If one of your kids feels comfortable, allow him/her to read 
the verses aloud to the group. 

• Ask:  
o Who is your “brother” or “sister”? (Explain that this verse isn’t just about your siblings, 

though it does include them too! It’s talking about everyone: friends, relatives, classmates, 
neighbors, etc.) 

o What does it mean to say you love God but not love others? (You cannot truly show love to 
God if you don’t show love to others.) 

• Point out the command at the end of verse 21: Anyone who loves God must also love their 
brother and sister.  

• Give each kid a piece of construction paper. Show them how to fold it in half and cut out a heart. 
• On the heart, encourage them to write the words: “God, help me show love to ____________.”  
• Remind your group that this is a prayer between them and God. No one else will see their 

hearts or what they’ve written. 
 
What You Say: 
“I want us to pray today that God would help us show love to all the people we’ve listed on our hearts. I 
know it’s not always easy to love those that are unkind or hard to love. Loving others requires God’s 
help! [Bottom Line] God made you to love others. So let’s pray and ask God to help us to do that 
this week. 
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“Heavenly Father, thank You for showing us what it truly means to love others. We know that love isn’t 
a feeling; it’s an action. Help us to show love this week, especially to those we’ve just written on our 
hearts. We love You, God. Thanks for sending Jesus. In His name we pray, amen.”  
 
 
** If you have extra time, go over the Memory Verse Motions with the kids in your group. (These 
can be found on the Cornerstone Kids Lessons web page). 
 
 
Parent Connect:  
Give each child a GodTime card. As adults arrive to pick up, encourage the kids to talk to their parents 
and guardians about what love is—is it a feeling or an action? Encourage them to talk about specific 
ways they can show love to the people in their house.   
 
 
 
Parent Cues will be passed out at the door. 
 


