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A Bottleneck 
 

Bible Story: A Bottleneck (Peter and Cornelius) • Acts 10  
Bottom Line: Keep going even when the job is bigger than you think. 
Memory Verse: “Let us not become tired of doing good. At the right time we will gather a crop if 
we don’t give up.” Galatians 6:9, NIrV 
Life App: Determination—deciding it’s worth it to finish what you started. 
Basic Truth: I can trust God no matter what. 

 
 
Social: Providing Time for Fun Interaction  
Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching up. Get ready to experience 
today’s story.  
 
Before kids arrive, pray for each regular attendee by name. Pray for those who might visit your 
group for the first time. Pray that your kids would not be discouraged or give up when doing 
something that ends up being bigger than they thought. Ask God to give your few the grit and 
determination to keep going through a really big task! 
 
1. Coloring Sheets/Mazes 
2. Books of the Bible Legos Stack 
3. Spagetti Mazes: Kids create mazes with dry spaghetti and then go through another friend’s maze 
with mini pomp oms. 
4. How Big Can You Go?- Kids each draw a secret drawing on a piece of paper. Then kids work 
together to put the drawn objects in order from smallest to biggest. 
 
 
Small Group Connect 
This is a brief time for you to welcome and connect with the children in your group and to introduce 
visitors to the rest of the group. Feel free to ask a fun question or share something interesting about 
yourself. There will also be an ice-breaker question on the screen to get conversation started if you 
need it. This time helps our children know you are glad they came and that you want to get to know 
them better. We also encourage you to sit with your group during large group time.  
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
** Start by making the Mother’s Day gift with the kids in your group 
 
 
1. Bigger and Bigger (application activity / review the Bible story) 
What You Need: Large sheet of butcher paper, markers, pens, scrap paper, glue, scissors, inkpads, 
wet wipes, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Tell kids they’re going to answer four review questions about today’s Bible story. 
• They’ll think this sounds simple, but what they don’t know is that after each question, you’ll have 

them complete a task on the big paper. 
• Questions and tasks: 

1. What appeared to Cornelius as he prayed? (angel appeared to him in a vision) 
• Tell kids to work together to quickly draw an angel on the paper. Each kid should 

draw one line until the entire angel is formed. (Note: Make sure to tell kids not to fill 
the entire paper, as they’ll be using it for other things later.) 

2. What did Peter see in his vision? (a sheet filled with animals God said he could eat) 
• Tell kids to each make three “fingerprint animals” on the paper (by making a 

fingerprint for the main body of an animal and then using markers/pens to draw the 
rest of it). 

3. Why was it strange that God sent Peter to Cornelius’s house? (Cornelius wasn’t a Jew; it 
was against the law for Jews to go to the houses of non-Jews) 
• Tell kids to work together to write down 10 laws from the Bible on the paper. 

4. What was God telling Peter about non-Jews? (That He loves them and wants everyone 
to know about Him) 
• Tell kids to use the scrap paper to create people of various races/cultures and glue 

them onto the big paper. 
 
What You Say: 
“What sounded easy at first—answering four questions—turned into a much bigger job than you 
thought, didn’t it? It’s kind of like what Peter experienced in today’s story. Obeying Jesus’ command to 
tell others about Him got much bigger than he thought when he discovered that the good news of Jesus 
was for everyone, not just the Jews. That often happens in life. We think something will be simple, but it 
turns into a much bigger deal. [Make It Personal] (Tell kids about a time in your life when 
something that seemed small turned into something much bigger. How did you use 
determination and keep going?) The thing to remember is: [Bottom Line] Keep going even when 
the job is bigger than you think.” 
 
 
2. Put It Back (application activity) 
What You Need: Toothpaste, small paper plates, wet wipes 
 
What You Do: 



252 Groups   May 2017, Week 2 
   Small Group, 2-3 

©2017 The reThink Group, Inc. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
If you change the content of this document, please add to the copyright: Adapted by Cornerstone Church 2017 

3 

• Give each kid a plate. Squirt some toothpaste onto each plate—enough that you use up a tube 
for every three or four kids. 

• Ask kids what they think you want them to do with the toothpaste. 
• Explain that they won’t be brushing their teeth. Instead, you want them to put the toothpaste 

back into the tubes. 
• Gather kids into groups of three or four, and give each group a tube. 
• Kids will likely get frustrated, but encourage them to keep trying. 

 
What You Say: 
“I bet that job was bigger than you thought it was, right? At first it might have seemed like a fairly simple 
task, but you soon discovered that it was a much bigger undertaking. It is almost impossible to get 
toothpaste back into a tube. There are things in our lives that can start out small and then seem almost 
impossible to do, like when your little brother asks for help with his LEGO® project, but he wants you to 
build a complicated rocket ship with no instructions! It should have been simple, but it turns into 
something bigger. What else might happen in your life that turns into a bigger job than you first 
thought? (Pause for responses.) Those are some tough situations. But let’s strive to [Bottom Line] 
keep going even when the job is bigger than you think.” 
 
 
3. At the Right Time (memory verse activity) 
What You Need: Paper, markers, Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• Help kids look up Galatians 6:9 in their Bibles. 
• Review the Memory Verse motions with your group (found on Cornerstone Kids lessons page) 
• Point out the phrase “at the right time.” Tell kids that that’s an important thing to remember 

about this verse—that God does things at the right time. 
• Hand out paper and markers. 
• Tell kids to draw a clock on their paper and to incorporate the verse into the clock in any way 

they wish (as the outside edge of the clock, on the hands, etc.). 
 
What You Say: 
“Peter and Cornelius met at the right time. God planned it all out just perfectly for them and for His 
purposes. The same happens for us. God does things at just the right time, like in our verse, when He 
tells us that we’ll gather a harvest at the right time if we don’t give up. We don’t know when that time will 
be, but God does, and it’s perfect, just like He is. [Bottom Line] Keep going even when the job is 
bigger than you think, because God will help you complete it at just the right time.” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Guide kids to sit in a circle. 
• Explain that each person will pray the Bottom Line for the next person: “God, help ____ to keep 

going even when the job is bigger than he thinks.” 
• Make sure every kid gets a turn, and be ready to prompt them if they can’t remember the words. 
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What You Say: 
“God, we thank You for being with us all the time and making sure everything happens at the right time. 
Help us all to keep going even when the job is bigger than we think. Amen.” 
 
Parent Connect 
As adults arrive to pick up, tell them to ask their kids what they learned from toothpaste today! 
 
 
*** Give each child a GodTime card and remind parents that this is a great way for them to help 
their child learn how to spend time with God.  
 
Parent Cue cards will be passed out at the door.  
 


