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Sour Grapes 
 
Bible Story: Sour Grapes (Parable of the vineyard workers) • Matthew 20:1-15 
Bottom Line: Adjust your attitude. 
Memory Verse: “Give thanks no matter what happens. God wants you to thank him because 
you believe in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18, NIrV 
Life App: Gratitude—letting others know you see how they’ve helped you. 
Basic Truth: I need to make the wise choice. 

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray especially for the kids who 
struggle with negative attitudes. Ask God to show them their chances to turn their attitudes 
around and find something to be grateful for. Pray that all kids would leave today knowing that 
they can always adjust their attitudes. 
 
 
Arrival Activities 
As children arrive, they have the option of choosing one of the following activities to participate in until 
Small Group Connect starts. They may move from carpet to carpet at any time during Arrival Activities.  
 
1. Coloring Sheets & Word Searches 
2. What the Bible Says About: Gratitude 
3. Showing Gratitude – Kids will draw or write something in the camera that they’re grateful for 
4. I Spy 
 
 
Small Group Connect (5 minutes) 
This is a brief time for you to welcome and connect with the children in your group and to introduce 
visitors to the rest of the group. Feel free to ask a fun question or share something interesting about 
yourself. Below are some Ice-Breaker questions to get conversation going. This time helps our children 
know you are glad they came and that you want to get to know them better. We also encourage you 
to sit with your group during large group time.  
 
Icebreaker Questions: 

• Ask kids if they have ever seen something happen that wasn’t fair. What did they do about it?  
• Ask the group if they feel like fairness is important to them. What kinds of things do they say, 

“That’s not fair,” about? 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. Get Digging 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 
 
What You Need: Plastic gold coins, containers to hold coins 
 
What You Do: 

• Hand each kid a container and then divide the group into four teams. 
• Scatter the plastic gold coins around your small group space.  
• Explain that every team will have the opportunity to collect coins. However, each team cannot 

begin until you say, “Go,” as they will all receive different amounts of time to work. 
• Instruct kids to pick up the coins calmly and slowly, and encourage them to avoid running each 

other over as they do. 
• Start the game by allowing one team to begin.  

o Wait about five seconds and then allow the next team to begin.  
o Allow five more seconds to go by and allow the third team to begin.  
o After five more seconds, allow the last team to begin.  
o As soon as the last team has gathered one or two coins, tell everyone to freeze! 

• Ask a few questions: 
o Which team do you think should be the winner? (Most likely they’ll say the team that 

started first and ended up with the most coins; the more astute kids will probably be able 
to see where you’re going, though.) 

o Should the workers who picked up coins the longest—and ended up collecting the most 
coins—get paid more than the workers who didn’t collect as many? 

o If we all dumped our coins out into a big pile and then each took the same amount, how 
would that make you feel? Do your feelings change depending on which team you were 
on? 

• After your discussion, decide on a number of coins to let each kid keep and instruct them to 
each put that amount in their containers and leave the rest with you. 

 
What You Say: 
 “You would think that since the first spent the most time collecting coins that they would be going home 
with the most coins. But, just like in today’s story, we learned that things aren’t always fair. This can 
either work out in our favor or it can make us frustrated. When this happens, you can [Bottom Line] 
adjust your attitude because you always have so much to be grateful for!” 
 
[Make It Personal] (Describe a time when you thought something wasn’t fair but you adjusted 
your attitude.) 
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2. Diary of a Grateful Kid 
[Live for God | Application Activity]  
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
 
What You Need: “Diary of a Grateful Kid” Activity Pages, markers 
 
What You Do: 

• Ask kids what kinds of things typically make them mad or upset. For example: when they don’t 
get what they want for lunch, when a friend doesn’t want to play what they want to play at 
recess, when they miss a goal in soccer, or when they mess up what they’re playing on an 
instrument. 

• Tell kids that when those kinds of things happen, they have an opportunity to adjust their 
attitudes and find something to be grateful for. These journals can help them do just that. 

• Give each kid a journal and set out the markers in the middle of the group. 
• Ask kids to pick one of the situations that was mentioned earlier and fill out the first page of the 

journal accordingly. 
• Help give ideas to those who might be stuck thinking of something to be grateful for in a given 

situation.  
 
What You Say: 
“You know, there are times when life isn’t fair and we end up having a bad attitude. This happens to 
everyone! The difference we can make is what we do once we realize we have a bad attitude. What 
I’ve learned is that gratitude and attitude totally work together! When I keep track of all of the things I 
have to be grateful for, it really adjusts my attitude. This week, when you feel a bad attitude coming on, 
use your journal to focus on what you are grateful for so you can [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude.” 
 
 
3. Give Thanks Even When 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 
 
What You Need: Paper, pen 
 
What You Do: 

• Go over the Memory Verse motions with your kids. (Found here: 
https://cornerstonebuzz.org/lessons/) 

• Ask your few to think of bad things that could happen—big or small. For example: You are stuck 
in traffic and are late to your baseball game. Your dog gets out and runs down the street. 

• Write down as many of the things they share as possible. 
• After you have written down five to eight things, read the first sentence of the memory verse, but 

replace “no matter what” with each scenario. For example: Give thanks even when the dog gets 
out and runs down the street. Give thanks even when you’re stuck in traffic and late to your 
game. 

 
What You Say: 
“It doesn’t matter what happens or what situation we find ourselves in, God’s Word tells us that we can 
give thanks no matter what. Next time you are wanting to get frustrated or bummed out, remember that 
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you can [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude because there is nothing that can happen that should stop 
your gratitude!” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Ask your small group to give a few examples of things they don’t think are fair.  
• Explain that God is our helper and we can ask Him to help us with our attitudes when we don’t 

think things are fair. 
 
What You Say: 
“God, thanks for loving us even when we don’t have great attitudes! Your love is not determined by 
what we do our how we act. You love us anyway! We do know that You desire for us to have a grateful 
heart. This week, would You help us adjust our attitudes? We want to show everyone how awesome of 
a God You are and how grateful we are to belong to You! We love You! In Jesus name, amen. Friends, 
you can always ask God to help you [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude.” 
 
 
 
Parent Connect:  
As adults arrive to pick up, ask each kid show off their gratitude journal. Encourage adults to check in 
with their kids during the week to see the progress they have made. Remind each kid that gratitude and 
attitude go together, so this week they can remember to [Bottom Line] adjust your attitude. 
 
 
*** Give each child a GodTime card and remind parents that this is a great way for them to help 
their child learn how to spend time with God.  
 
Parent Cue cards will be passed out at the door.  
 
 
 
 


