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Take on Thee 
 

Bible Story: Take on Thee (Accept one another) • Romans 15:7; Acts 9:26-28 (Supporting: 
Acts 9:1-25, 26:12-18) 
Bottom Line: Friends accept one another. 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” 
Proverbs 17:17, NIrV 
Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray especially for the kids who have a 
hard time accepting those who are different from them or those they don’t have chemistry with. 
Pray that they would understand that God wants them to accept all people, no matter who they 
are. Ask God to give kids the wisdom to be accepting of everyone and also discerning of whom 
they choose to befriend. 
 
 
Arrival Activities 
As children arrive, they have the option of choosing one of the following activities to participate in until 
Small Group Connect starts. They may move from carpet to carpet at any time during Arrival Activities.  
 
1. Coloring Sheets 
2. Bible Bingo 
3. #FriendshipRocks 
4. Friendship Bracelet Game 
5. Mingle Mania 
  
 
Small Group Connect (5 minutes) 
This is a brief time for you to welcome and connect with the children in your group and to introduce 
visitors to the rest of the group. Feel free to ask a fun question or share something interesting about 
yourself. Below are some Ice-Breaker questions to get conversation going. This time helps our children 
know you are glad they came and that you want to get to know them better. We also encourage you 
to sit with your group during large group time.  
 
Icebreaker Questions: 

• Ask kids about the phrase “never judge a book by its cover.” Ask if anyone knows what that 
phrase means. 

• Then talk with kids about times when you misjudged someone. Maybe you thought they would 
like classical music, but they like grunge rock; or maybe you thought they would like Hawaiian 
pizza, but they only like veggies on their pizza. 

• Ask if kids have ever experienced that with someone they had just met.  
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. 3 Teams, 1 Goal 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines and working as a group 
 
What You Need: Masking tape, a ball 
 
What You Do: 

� Using the tape, set up a “goal” on one side of your small group space. 
� On the other side of your small group area, make a starting line. 
� Then divide the group into three teams: Team Barnabas, Team Paul, and Team Ananias.  

o Team Paul can kick the ball toward or into the goal but can only take three steps at a 
time.  

o Team Ananias can kick the ball toward or into the goal, but they have to remain in place 
in a line along the center of the game area.  

o Team Barnabas can only kick the ball to pass it to another player (they can’t kick the ball 
into the goal), but they can take unlimited steps.  

o Instruct kids that no one is allowed to run during the game. 
� Position Team Ananias around the center of the game area, and line Teams Paul and Barnabas 

up at the starting line.  
� Give the ball to a Team Barnabas player to start the game.  
� All the teams will work together to get the ball into the goal, while following the rules for their 

specific teams.  
 
What You Say: 
“In this game, we needed everyone to work together in order to achieve our goals! Because Jesus 
accepted Saul, Barnabas accepted Saul too, even when his other friends rejected Saul. It takes more 
than just being a nice person to be accepting of everyone, especially when it comes to someone who 
hasn’t been nice in the past or someone you don’t really get along with. To do that, we need rely on the 
love of Jesus to help us. When we remember how Jesus has accepted us, the Holy Spirit can help us 
to be willing to reach out and accept those who are different from us. The love of Jesus can help us to 
look deeper than differences and accept others based on the fact that Jesus has accepted us and 
Jesus wants to accept them. So remember this: [Bottom Line] Friends accept one another.” 
 
 
2. I Would Accept You If . . . 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 
 
What You Need: Dry erase board & marker  
 
What You Do: 

• Start off by asking kids to help you make a list of good qualities a friend could have and some 
not-so-good qualities.  
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• If they seem stuck, here are some examples of both types of qualities: 
o Good: generous, willing to share, honest, kind, fun 
o Not-so-good: selfish, dishonest, controlling, bossy, mean 

• Then play a game similar to “Honey, If You Love Me You’ll Smile.”  
o Get kids into a circle and choose one volunteer to go first. 
o That volunteer has three chances to get one of his peers to smile.  
o He must say to his friend, “I would accept you if _____,” and then fill in the blank with 

one of the qualities (good or bad) from the list you just made. (The point is that you’ll end 
up mixing good qualities with bad qualities, to help kids understand they should accept a 
friend no matter what.) 

o To get a friend to smile, kids can make crazy faces, talk in weird voices, fill in the blank 
with random hilarious things (such as, “I would accept you if you squawk like a chicken”), 
etc. 

o Whenever a kid gets his peer to crack a smile, that kid is the next person up to try to get 
a friend to smile. 

o If your group seems to be having a hard time loosening up and making their friends 
smile, try to get them started by doing a few of your own! 

 
What You Say: 
“That was kind of a silly way to talk about accepting others, but it gets the point across. That’s how we 
should accept others: no matter what they’ve done, who they are, or if they [insert a funny quality or 
something funny that happened during the game]. Jesus accepts us and offers to free us from our not-
so-good qualities. Because of that, we can do the same for our friends. [Make It Personal] (Tell about 
a person you accepted, who then changed because of the love of Jesus.) [Bottom Line] Friends 
accept one another.” 
 
 
3. Food Fight Memory  
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
 
What You Need: Soft balls, masking or painter’s tape 
 
What You Do: 

• Help your few look up Proverbs 17:17 in their Bibles and let a couple volunteers read it aloud to 
the group. 

• Review the Memory Verse motions with your group. (Found here: 
https://cornerstonebuzz.org/lessons/) 

• Use tape to divide your space into 2 equal sections. Divide the group into 2 teams and make 
sure there is an equal number of balls on each side of the tape. 

• There is no “catching” or “blocking” in this Food Fight Dodgeball game.  
• Any time a player is touched by the “food” they are out. To get back in, the kids who are out 

have to go to the sideline and say the verse out loud. 
• Randomly call a stop to the game at various times. Whichever team has the most players “in” 

the game is the winner of that round. 
• Play as many rounds as you wish. 
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What You Say: 
“Food fights might be fun when it’s not real food, but they are big trouble in real life! It’s a good thing 
that, just like our verse says, that friends are there for you when trouble comes! When a tough situation 
comes, [Bottom Line] friends accept one another and help each other get through the hard times.” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Guide kids to stand in a circle and tell them that they are going to pray for their friends all month 
in different ways. 

• Let the kids who want to pray for friends by name do so, and tell them to pray about one thing 
for that friend.  

• Have the group pray silently for that friend for about 15-30 seconds. 
• Remind them that they don’t need fancy words. A simple, “Please help Jamal get through this 

hard time,” or, “Please help Sarah’s mom get well,” is just fine. 
 
What You Say: 
“It doesn’t take long to pray for our friends. We don’t have to pray long prayers with a bunch of fancy 
words. A simple, short prayer for our friends is great! [Bottom Line] Friends accept one another, and 
the quickest way to accepting a friend you’re having a hard time getting along with is to pray for that 
friend!” 
 
 
Parent Connect:  
As adults arrive to pick up, let the kids try saying the memory verse for them. 
 
 
*** Give each child a GodTime card and remind parents that this is a great way for them to help 
their child learn how to spend time with God.  
 
Parent Cue cards will be passed out at the door.  
 
 


