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April 9, 2017-Palm Sunday! 
 
Basic Truth: Jesus wants to be my friend forever. 
Key Question: Who is the best? 
Bottom Line: Jesus is the best. 
Memory Verse: “God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son.” John 
3:16, GNT 
Bible Story Focus: We can praise Jesus. 

 Palm Sunday • Matthew 21:1-16 
 
 
Make It Fun 
 
1. Coloring Sheet 
 
2. Jesus Is #1 
“Jesus Is #1” is an activity that uses props to reinforce this month’s theme and Bottom 
Line.  
What You Need: Cheer props such as: pompoms, clappers, foam fingers, and/or 
megaphones 
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Lay all of the supplies in the middle of the activity area.  
During the Activity: Allow the children to select a prop and play with it. Lead the children 
in a chant saying, “Jesus is number one,” and, “Jesus is the best.”  
After the Activity: Encourage the children to switch props with each other and repeat the 
chants.  
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “You know Jesus is number one!”  
During the Activity: ”I have some fun things for us to play with while we celebrate that 
Jesus is number one! You may pick which item you would like from this pile here. 
(Point. Pause.) Great choice! Now hold up your items and say, ‘Jesus is number one,’ 
and then ‘Jesus is the BEST,’ with me. Are you ready? (Pause.) Let’s cheer for Jesus!” 
(Do activity.)  
After the Activity: “Way to cheer, friends! Jesus IS the best! Let’s get ready to hear a 
TRUE story from the Bible about number-one Jesus!”  
 
3. Outside Play – See Playground Safety Guidelines in your binder.  
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Make It True (Large Group, 10 minutes) 
 
After children have participated in Make It Fun, gather them on a rug or in the corner of 
a room for a large group time that includes worship and Bible Story.  
 
Use the monthly song provided with the curriculum to lead your preschoolers in worship 
and then settle them for the memory verse and Bible story. 
 
These scripts are written to be “told” and not “read.” Advanced preparation is necessary.  
 
First Look offers weekly introductory sketches and Bible stories on the DVD titled 
“Wonder, Look at God’s Story.”  
 
What You Need: Paperclip “Memory Verse Card” (from the Week 1 Activity Pages on 
the Website) in your Bible at John 3:16. You will also need a CD player and this month’s 
worship song, “He Does Good Things,” which you will need to download from the 
Website. You will also need a Bible. 
 
LEADER: “Good morning, everyone! It’s so good to see you today. I can’t wait to sing 
with you today. But first tell me: Who is the best?” 
 
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus is the best!” 
 
LEADER: “Yes, that’s right!! Let’s sing. 
 
(Lead children in singing “He Does Good Things,” this month’s worship song.) 
 
“Yay! What incredible singers you are. Who is the best?” 
 
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus is the best!” 
 
LEADER: “That’s right! [Bottom Line] Jesus is the best! Remember, our memory 
verse this month tells us that God gave us Jesus because He loves us SO MUCH! Are 
you ready to do it with me? (Pause.) Let’s do it!” 
 
CHILDREN and LEADER: “God (point up) loved (hug yourself) the world (raise your 
arms overhead to form a circle) so much (stretch your arms out as far as possible) that 
He gave (place your hands together with palms up in front of you as if you’re offering 
something) His only (point up) Son (hold your arms as if you’re cradling and rocking a 
baby), John 3:16.” (Open your hands like a book.) (Repeat several times.) 
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LEADER: “That is awesome. Great job! I have such an exciting story to tell you today. 
You can read this story in the Bible (hold up Bible), which means it’s true! Everything we 
read in the Bible is true always. Our Bible story today begins in the town of Jerusalem. 
That’s a crazy name, Can you say ‘Jerusalem’ with me?” 
 
CHILDREN and LEADER: “Jerusalem.” 
 
LEADER: “Excellent. Now, the people in Jerusalem heard that Jesus would be walking 
through! Can you imagine if YOU heard that Jesus, God’s Son, was coming to your 
town? Would you go see Him? (Pause.) Of course you would! It’s Jesus; He’s the best! 
Well, that’s what the whole town did! 
 
“They all gathered in the street to praise Jesus together. Jesus came into town riding on 
a donkey! And the people got so excited that they took off their coats and laid them on 
the road in front of Him. Then the crowd waved palm branches too.  
 
“When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the people waved their branches and shouted, 
‘Hosanna! Hosanna! Yay, Jesus! He’s the best!’ Say that with me: ‘He’s the best!’” 
 
CHILDREN AND LEADER: “He’s the best! He’s the best!” 
 
LEADER: “Great! And you know what else? The Bible said there were children there 
too. This surprised the grown-ups, because the children were praising Jesus! Say it 
again with me: ‘He’s the best!’” 
 
CHILDREN AND LEADER: “He’s the best! He’s the best!” 
 
LEADER: “Yes! And Jesus smiled and said they were doing exactly what they were 
supposed to. We all can praise Jesus, even children like you, even grown-ups like me! 
We can praise Him because why? Because Jesus is God’s Son and He’s the best! Who 
is the best? [Bottom Line] Jesus is the best. Who is the best?” 
 
CHILDREN and LEADER: [Bottom Line] “Jesus is the best!” 
 
LEADER: “Great job, everyone. Let’s pray together. 
 
“Dear God, we love You! Thank You for this story about how the people knew who 
Jesus was and that they praised Him. Even the CHILDREN praised Him. And we can 
too, because we know that [Bottom Line] Jesus is the best! We love Jesus. In His 
name we pray, amen.” 
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Make It Stick (Application Activities, 15 minutes) 
 
These activities are designed to help preschoolers understand and remember today’s 
Bible story and Bottom Line.  
 
1. Palm Branch Verse 
“Palm Branch Verse” is an activity that uses gross motor movements and memory skills 
to review this month’s memory verse. 
 
What You Need: “Palm Branches” Activity Page, white cardstock, and scissors 
 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Copy the “Palm Branches” Activity Page onto white cardstock and 
cut out for each child.  
 
During the Activity: Give each child a palm branch cut out to wave as you say this 
month’s memory verse. 
 
What You Say: 
During the Activity: “I love our memory verse this month! It’s all about how Jesus is the 
BEST. Let’s say it together as we walk around the room waving our palm branches.” 
God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son, John 3:16 (GNT). Great job, 
everyone!” 
 
After the Activity: “When Jesus entered the town of Jerusalem, the people were SO 
excited! They waved palm branches and placed their coats along the road to welcome 
Jesus. God loved the world SO much that He gave us Jesus. Who is the best? 
[Bottom Line] Jesus is the best!” 
 
2. Musical Retell 
“Musical Retell” is an activity that teaches fine motor skills and musical skills while 
retelling today’s Bible story.  
 
What You Need: Preschool musical instruments (Option: If you do not have access to 
musical instruments, you may consider using household items such as: pots and pans, 
wooden spoons, bells, etc.)  
 
What You Do: 
Before the Activity: Lay all of the items in the middle of the activity area.  
 
During the Activity: Encourage the children to play the instruments for a few minutes. 
Then ask the children to stop playing and retell the Bible story.  
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After the Activity: Allow the children to resume playing the instruments.  
 
What You Say: 
Before the Activity: “WOW! (Point to instruments.) Look at all of these instruments. Let’s 
make some music!” 
 
During the Activity: “Pick an instrument and make some music with it! We can play 
music to praise Jesus. (Pause.) Great job! Now everyone put down your instruments for 
a minute. (Pause.) In our Bible story today, Jesus went to Jerusalem. He rode through 
the town on a donkey. The WHOLE town came to see Him. They had a PRAISE 
PARTY! The laid down their coats for the donkey to walk on and they shouted, 
‘HOSANNA!’ Can you say that with me? Hosanna! Awesome! Now you can play your 
instruments again and we can have a praise party for Jesus too!”  
 
After the Activity: [Bottom Line] “Jesus is the BEST! We can praise Him anytime we 
want to! It does not matter how old we are or where we are, we can always praise Jesus 
because He’s the best. Who is the best? [Bottom Line] Jesus is the best!”  
 
3. Up in the AIr 
“Up in the Air” is an activity that uses large motor skills and coordination while 
reinforcing the concept of today’s Bible story.  
 
What You Need: Parachute or sheet, and green construction paper 

 
What You Do:  
Before the Activity: Tear the construction paper into small pieces to look like leaves. 
Invite the children to stand around the parachute. Encourage each of the children to 
take hold of the parachute and lift it off the ground. Place the green “leaves” onto the 
parachute.  
 
During the Activity: Instruct the children to move their arms up and down to move the 
parachute and send the leaves up in the air.  
 
What You Say:  
Before the Activity: “HOSANNA! Let’s praise Jesus!”  
 
During the Activity: “Let’s send these leaves up in the air! These leaves are like the 
ones that the people waved to praise Jesus in our story today. Everyone pick up the 
parachute. Let’s see how high we can get the leaves! (Do activity.) Way to go!” 
 



First Look  3- through 5-year-olds, April, Week 2 

   
 

Curriculum Materials for 3- through 5-year-olds • ©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. • www.ThinkOrange.com 
 
 
 
 

6 

After the Activity: “WOW! We really sent the leaves up high! People gathered in the 
street to see Jesus to praise Him because [Bottom Line] Jesus is the BEST! Who is 
the best? [Bottom Line] Jesus is the best! Great job, everyone!”  
 
4. If there is time, you are welcome to show the Bible story on the Wonder DVD to 
reinforce today’s lesson.  
 


