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Take on Thee 
 

Bible Story: Take on Thee (Accept one another) • Romans 15:7; Acts 9:26-28 (Supporting: 
Acts 9:1-25, 26:12-18) 
Bottom Line: Friends accept one another. 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” 
Proverbs 17:17, NIrV 
Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
Before kids arrive, take a few moments to pray for them. Pray especially for the kids who have a 
hard time accepting those who are different from them or those they don’t have chemistry with. 
Pray that they would understand that God wants them to accept all people, no matter who they 
are. Ask God to give kids the wisdom to be accepting of everyone and also discerning of whom 
they choose to befriend. 
 
 
Arrival Activities 
As children arrive, they have the option of choosing one of the following activities to participate in until 
Small Group Connect starts. They may move from carpet to carpet at any time during Arrival Activities.  
 
1. Coloring Sheets 
2. Bible Bingo 
3. #FriendshipRocks 
4. Friendship Bracelet Game 
5. Mingle Mania 
  
 
Small Group Connect (5 minutes) 
This is a brief time for you to welcome and connect with the children in your group and to introduce 
visitors to the rest of the group. Feel free to ask a fun question or share something interesting about 
yourself. Below are some Ice-Breaker questions to get conversation going. This time helps our children 
know you are glad they came and that you want to get to know them better. We also encourage you 
to sit with your group during large group time.  
 
Icebreaker Questions: 
Ask the following questions, encouraging each child to share: 

o Have you made any new friends recently? 
o Who is your new friend? 
o How did you meet your friend? 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
 
1. Barnabas and Friends 
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
 
What You Need: Sticky notes in a variety of colors, praise music and a music player 
 
What You Do: 

• Choose one child to be “Barnabas.” (If you have a large group you can choose multiple kids to 
be Barnabas.) 

• Guide the remaining kids to stand in a circle and close their eyes. Place a sticky note on the 
back of each kid. 

• At your signal, guide the kids to mingle while you play the music.  
• When you stop the music, the kids freeze while Barnabas (and only Barnabas!) quickly works to 

get the kids into groups of the same color by looking at each child’s sticky note and “introducing” 
him/her to others with the same color.  

• Play multiple rounds, choosing a new Barnabas and giving the kids new colors for each round.  
• Variation for first grade: Challenge Barnabas to place the kids in groups with one of each color 

of sticky notes, as opposed to groups of the same color. (For instance, if you have pink, yellow, 
blue, and green sticky notes, each group of kids will have one pink, one yellow, one blue, and 
one green.) 

• Briefly review the Bible story, highlighting how Barnabas introduced Saul to Jesus’ friends. Talk 
about how they can accept others, too.  

 
What You Say: 
“When Saul tried to be with Jesus’ friends in Jerusalem, they were all afraid of him. They didn’t believe 
that he had changed. But Barnabas accepted Saul and introduced him to Jesus’ friends. You can be 
kind to others just like Barnabas was kind to Saul. You can choose to accept others and treat them the 
way that you would want to be treated. You can invite someone who’s lonely to sit with you at lunch, 
you can invite the new kid to come to your house to play, or you can choose someone you don’t know 
very well to be on your team. The Bible says it this way: Christ has accepted you. So accept one 
another (Romans 15:7 NIrV). So remember: [Bottom Line] Friends accept one another.”  
 
 
2. Lunch Tray Bingo 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 
 
What You Need: “Lunch Tray Bingo” Activity Pages; one for each kid, “Lunch Tray Bingo Scenarios” 
Activity Pages in a bag, game tokens  
 
What You Do: 

• Give each kid a “Lunch Tray Bingo” game board and five tokens.  
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• Guide a volunteer to draw a scenario strip from the bag. Read the scenario and direct the kids 
to mark that scenario if it’s on their lunch tray.  

• Continue until a child marks all five of their scenarios.  
• Briefly unpack how each scenario shows a way that friends can accept each other.  

 
What You Say: 
“God wants you to accept one another just like Jesus accepted you. [Make It Personal] (Share about 
a time when you accepted someone who was new, lonely, or somehow different. Talk about how 
it affected both you and the other person.) What are some ways that you can accept others? 
(Pause. If kids are stuck, invite them to use their game boards for ideas.) So remember: [Bottom Line] 
Friends accept one another.”  
 
 
3. There to Help 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
 
What You Need: Marked Bible, “Memory Motions” Activity Page 
 
What You Do: 

• Invite a volunteer to open the Bible where marked.  
• Read the verse aloud, encouraging kids to say it with you.  
• Review the Memory Verse motions with your group. (Found here: 

https://cornerstonebuzz.org/lessons/) 
• Play freeze tag as a way for kids to practice helping when “trouble” comes.  

o Invite a child to be “Trouble.”  
o Guide the other kids to mingle around your environment, (walking only; no running) 

doing their best to stay away from Trouble.  
o When Trouble tags someone, they must freeze with their legs spread apart. (First 

graders can also make the sign for “help.”)  
o The only way the kids can be unfrozen is if a friend helps them by crawling between their 

legs.  
• Note: You can also coordinate with 1st grade to play this game or take your group outside to 

play if there is time left in the service and no rain.  
 
What You Say: 
“Proverbs 17:17 tells us that friends help each other when trouble comes. How did Barnabas help 
Saul? (Pause.) Yes, he accepted Saul and introduced him to Jesus’ friends. Can you accept others, 
too? Yes, you can accept others and treat them the way you want to be treated. Can you accept others 
who are like you? Can you accept others who are different than you? Yes, you can accept others 
because Jesus accepted you. So remember: [Bottom Line] Friends accept one another.” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through hands on experimentation and discovery 
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What You Need: Prepared baggie(s) with 2 separated colors of paint 
 
What You Do:  

• Use the object lesson of mixing paint colors to unpack the value of friends accepting each other.  
• Use the conversation below as a guide.  

 
What You Say: 
“I have two colors of paint in my bag: red and yellow. Right now, the paints are on opposite sides of the 
bag. They haven’t accepted each other, have they? What do you think will happen if the red and yellow 
come together and accept each other as friends? (Pause.) (Squeeze the bag to mix the two colors. If 
your group is calm, pass the bag around and let them each carefully mix the colors a little) Wow! When 
the red and yellow came together and accepted each other they made something new: orange!  
 
“Is it a good thing when [Bottom Line] friends accept one another? Yes, when friends accept each 
other, good things happen. Like our different red and yellow paint friends, friends who accept each 
other may be different. But when we accept others who are different from us, good things happen. The 
best thing that happens is that people see God’s love in us. And that’s a great thing!” 
 
(Lead kids in prayer, thanking God that when we accept others, people can see God’s love in us. Ask 
God to help both you and the kids love and accept others this week.) 
 
 
Parent Connect:  
Encourage kids to tell their parent today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] Friends accept one another. 
 
 
*** Give each child a GodTime card and remind parents that this is a great way for them to help 
their child learn how to spend time with God.  
 
Parent Cue cards will be passed out at the door.  
 
 
 


