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We’ll Be There for You 
 

Bible Story: We’ll Be There for You (Encourage one another) • 1 Thessalonians 5:11; Job 2:11-
13 (Supporting: Job 1–2) 
Bottom Line: Friends encourage one another. 
Memory Verse: “A friend loves at all times. They are there to help when trouble comes.” 
Proverbs 17:17, NIrV 
Life App: Friendship—using your words and actions to show others you care. 
Basic Truth: I should treat others the way I want to be treated. 

 
Before kids arrive, spend a few minutes praying for them. Ask God to give kids ideas and 
opportunities to be an encouragement to their friends. Pray that kids would learn what it means 
to be a true friend who builds others up.  
 
Arrival Activities 
As children arrive, they have the option of choosing one of the following activities to participate in until 
Small Group Connect starts. They may move from carpet to carpet at any time during Arrival Activities.  
 
1. Coloring Sheets 
2. Bible Bingo 
3. #FriendshipRocks 
4. Friendship Bracelet Game 
5. Mingle Mania 

 
 
Small Group Connect (5 minutes) 
This is a brief time for you to welcome and connect with the children in your group and to introduce 
visitors to the rest of the group. Feel free to ask a fun question or share something interesting about 
yourself. Below are some Ice-Breaker questions to get conversation going. This time helps our children 
know you are glad they came and that you want to get to know them better. We also encourage you 
to sit with your group during large group time.  

 
Icebreaker Questions: 

• Encourage kids to remember a time when they were sad.  
• Ask: What helps you feel better when you’re sad? Do you read or draw? Do you play with 

friends? Do you listen to music? Do you like to go places? 
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Groups: Creating a Safe Place to Connect (Small Groups, 25 minutes) 
Create a safe place to connect and learn how the Bible story applies to real life experiences, through 
interactive activities and discussion questions. 
 
1. There to Help  
[Talk about God | Bible Story Review | Application Activity] 
Made to Imagine: an activity that promotes empathy and facilitates biblical application through role-play and 
reenactment 
 
What You Need: Peaceful instrumental music  
 
What You Do: 

• Guide the kids to mingle around your area. 
• One by one, call out scenarios that describe times when kids might need encouragement, but 

insert the names of kids from your group. (“Oh, no! Max’s dog is lost! Max needs 
encouragement!”)  

• Guide the child you named to sit down and all the other kids to run and sit quietly with him.  
• When every child is seated, whisper-count to seven and then begin the music again, cuing the 

kids to mingle.  
• Play until each child has a turn to receive “encouragement.”  
• Scenarios might be a child who:  

o has someone in the family who is sick. 
o is lonely. 
o had someone say something mean to them. 
o had a bad day. 
o had a grandparent pass away. 
o just moved to a new school and doesn’t know anyone. 
o got a bad grade on a test. 
o had a good friend move away. 

• NOTE: Be careful to avoid pairing a child with a situation that may hit too close to home.  
• End by helping the kids to brainstorm other ways they could encourage someone whose dog is 

lost, who’s lonely, who had a bad day, etc.  
 
What You Say: 
“When Job’s friends heard about all the sad things that had happened to him, they got together and 
went to be with their friend. When they saw how sad Job was, they cried and sat with him for seven 
days. How do you think Job felt when his friends came to be with him? (good, better) How did you feel 
when everyone came to sit with you? (I felt good; I felt special.) Job’s friends did a good thing by 
coming to be with him, didn’t they?  
 
“In today’s story, Job’s friends were good friends. The Bible tells us that later on Job’s friends said 
some things that weren’t kind. Sometimes that will happen to us, too. Sometimes we’ll do a good job 
encouraging others, and sometimes we’ll say or do things that don’t help at all. The important thing to 
remember is that we should always do our best to treat others the way we want to be treated. One way 
we can do that is by saying and doing things that are kind and that help others feel good.  
 
“What are some kind things you can say or do when your friends are sad? (I can spend time with them; 
I can tell them I’m sorry they’re sad; I can give them a card; I can give them a hug; I can give them my 
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cookie at lunch.) Those are wonderful ideas. You guys are incredible friends! So remember: [Bottom 
Line] friends encourage one another.” 
 
 
2. Encourage One Another 
[Live for God | Application Activity] 
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas through the process of drawing, building, and designing 
 
What You Need: Cardstock; markers, stickers, stamps, scissors, glue sticks, and other supplies; 
“Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” Activity Pages 
 
What You Do: 

• Set out the supplies and invite the kids to make cards for the person/people you identified that 
need encouragement. 

• When the kids finish, lead them in a game of “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down.”  
• Guide the kids to stand in the center of your environment.  
• Call out the words and actions below.  
• If the words are encouraging, the kids move in a happy way to the “Thumbs Up” sign; if they’re 

discouraging, they move in a sad way to the “Thumbs Down” sign.  
• Lead kids to return to the center between rounds. 
• Your friend is sad. You: 

o say, “I’m sorry you’re sad.” 
o give them a hug. 
o say, “God must not love you anymore.” 
o say, “God loves you very much.” 
o ask, “How can I help?” 
o say, “It’s all your fault.” 
o give them a card. 
o do a puppet show for them. 
o ignore them. 
o ask your mom to help you make cookies for them. 
o pray for them. 
o invite them to play with you. 

 
What You Say: 
“God wants us to help our friends feel better when they’re sad. When we encourage our friends, we 
show them that we care for them. We also show them that God loves them.  
 
“What’s one way that you’ll encourage a friend this week? (Guide kids to vote for ways they’ll 
encourage their friends.) Will you give them a hug? Tell them God loves them? Give them a card? Pray 
for them? Spend time with them?  
 
“Way to go! So remember: [Bottom Line] Friends encourage one another.”  
 
 
3. When Trouble Comes 
[Hear from God | Memory Verse Activity] 
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the brain and taps into the energy in the body 
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What You Need: Bibles 
 
What You Do: 

• First check to see if anyone has the verse memorized and would like to say it. 
• Lead kids to open the Bibles to Proverbs 17:17. Read the verse aloud and invite the kids to say 

it with you. 
• Review the Memory Verse motions with your group. (Found here: 

https://cornerstonebuzz.org/lessons/) 
• Guide the kids to get into groups of three or four. Lead each team to take turns saying the verse 

with the motions. Coach groups to encourage each other with words (“Good job!” “You did it!”) 
and actions (high-fives, fist bumps, etc.).   

• Close by leading all the kids in a group fist bump, high-five, and “Way to go!” 
 
What You Say: 
“How did Job’s three friends help him when trouble came? Yes, they spent time with him. Sometimes 
all you need to do to encourage your friends is to be with them, and that’s one thing that Job’s friends 
got right. Can you think of other ways you can encourage your friends when they’re sad or lonely or 
scared? (I can invite them to play; I can tell them it’ll be okay; I can give them a hug; I can draw a 
picture for them; I can let them borrow one of my toys; etc.) Great ideas! You guys are amazing friends! 
So remember: [Bottom Line] Friends encourage one another.” 
 
 
Pray and Dismiss 
[Pray to God | Prayer Activity] 
Made to Reflect: an activity that creates space for personal understanding and application 
 
What You Need: No supplies needed 
 
What You Do:  

• Guide the kids to sit closely together and either hold hands or place their arms around each 
other. 

• Use the conversation below to lead the kids in a guided prayer.  
 
What You Say: 
“What did Job’s friends do to encourage him when he was sad? (Pause.) Yes, they sat with him for 
seven days and seven nights! Sometimes the best way we can encourage our friends is to just be with 
them. Another great way we can encourage our friends is to pray for them.  
 
“Everyone close your eyes. Do you have a friend who is sad? Ask God to help them feel better. 
(Pause.) Ask God to help them know how much He loves them. (Pause.) Ask God to help you know 
how to encourage them. 
 
“Dear God, thank You that You love us more than we can imagine. Thank You that when we’re sad You 
give us friends to help us feel better. Help us love our friends when they’re sad. Help us know how we 
can encourage them and help them feel better. We love You, God. Thank You. Amen.”   
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Parent Connect:  
Guide kids to tell their parent today’s Bottom Line: [Bottom Line] Friends encourage one another.” 
 
 
*** Give each child a GodTime card and remind parents that this is a great way for them to help 
their child learn how to spend time with God.  
 
Parent Cue cards will be passed out at the door.  
 
 


